Tel Dor
July 6 - August 12, 2010
Field School Directors: Prof. Ilan Sharon (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) and Elizabeth Bloch-Smith (St. Joseph's University).
The Tel Dor project is devoted to investigating one of the largest coastal cities in ancient Israel. Excavations were carried out from 1980 to 2000 by an expedition headed by Ephraim Stern of the Hebrew University. A new consortium, consisting of two Israeli and several American universities, as well as a large multi-disciplinary and multi-national team of scholars and experts, has reopened the excavation, using it as a testing-ground for new techniques and technologies for extracting information about the past. 
Our objectives for this season include: 
· Digging the elite section of the settlement- including the investigation of a large complex (possibly a palace or administrative building) in the southern part of the investigation (late Iron I); and uncovering the early Iron Age destruction of the city.
· Hellenistic city and large Iron Age Phoenician public structures. 
· Excavating area D5 on the southern slope of the acropolis, aiming to uncover Persian and Iron Age layers- in particular the remnants of an Assyrian Fort. 
· Analysis of both finds and stratigraphy at the site museum. 
Participants will be engaged in all facets of state-of-the-art field archaeology, including excavation, digital registration of architecture and artifacts using advanced graphics and database software, on-site scientific sampling and analysis of deposits and other eco-facts in a variety of techniques, analysis of finds and stratigraphy, and site conservation. Volunteers will gain proficiency in these subjects as they work together with the professional and academic staff of this international, interdisciplinary project.
The season will last five and 1/2 weeks from July 6 to August 12. The first half season is between July 6 and July 23. The second half is between July 25 and August 12.

 

Accommodations: Participants are housed at Kfar Galim boarding school, a 20 minute drive from the site and a 5 minute drive from the south entrance to Haifa. Dormitory-style accommodations (for 30-50 people) have a club-room with a television, coffee making facilities, internet access and the possibility to pay for a laundry service. In the apartment-style buildings, four 2-person rooms share a common space with a television, fridge, etc. All rooms are air-conditioned. The dig provides all meals. Amenities at the school include a swimming pool, access to a non-swimming stretch of the Mediterranean shore, and sports fields. 
 

Fees: The cost for the full season is $3500, and the cost for a half season is $2200.
Discounts are available for students (particularly of archaeology and related disciplines), Dor returnees, and persons who can provide needed skills and services. Please write to us if you think you might qualify. 

Academic Credit: Students may arrange to receive academic credit through the Rothberg International School of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (and transfer the credit to their home institution). The cost is US$80 for the application fee and US$120 per academic credit earned, paid directly to the Hebrew University: 
US$480 for 4 academic credits, earned by 5 1/2 weeks of excavation (full season), or US$240 for 2 academic credits, earned by 2 1/2 weeks of excavation (half season).
 
Students who are interested in receiving academic credit participate in educational activities that include instruction in archaeological field methods and theory, the processing and analysis of the material excavated each day, as well as afternoon lectures regarding various aspects of the archaeology, history, and specialized scientific studies of the site and the region. Please make sure to apply for credit before the Season begins.
For further information, contact: 
Prof. Elizabeth Bloch-Smith
E-mail: eblochsm@sju.edu or bloch-smith@msn.com
Website: http://dor.huji.ac.il/index.html
Registration:  http://dor.huji.ac.il/registration_Liz.html
