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This is an ambitious undertaking that challenges dominant paradigms in developmental psycholinguistics deriving from earlier phrase-structure models of generative linguistics and from current usage-based characterizations of children’s early syntax. Ninio proclaims Chomsky’s Minimalist Program and the switch to a lexicalist syntax as a potential paradigm change allowing for (a non-nativist) continuity between children’s earliest syntactic competence and adult grammars. Relying on ideas of predicate-argument valency and sophisticated statistical analyses of data from English and Hebrew, she argues that children’s early word combinations, like all grammatical knowledge, are achieved by application of Merge/Dependency operations; that language development, like all learning, follows the Power Law of Practice; and that Complexity Theory provides a bridge between nativist and neo-behaviorist accounts of acquisition of language, as the “archetypal complex system”.  The monograph is bound to arouse both interest and controversy among researchers of varying persuasions. 
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