Syntactic development, its input and output

Anat Ninio

Anat Ninio offers an elegant account of how toddlers acquire grammar, bit by bit, simply by adopting the same words to express the same communicative intentions as their caretakers do under similar circumstances.  Without positing any abstract grammatical categories or constructions, Ninio shows how an item-specific, context-specific, local learning process allows children to reproduce the global features of the ambient language from the time they begin producing multi-word speech. Despite her focus on syntactic development at Stage 1, there are no stages-only continuities between vocabulary and grammar acquisition, and between a lexically specific learning process and the lexically specific nature of syntactic representation.  Ninio's remarkable synthesis of developmental pragmatics, syntactic minimalism, and complex systems theory provides a new paradigm for the study of child language development.  A groundbreaking achievement by one of the most innovative thinkers in the field! 
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