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Language and the Learning Curve offers a provocative new account of syntactic development, neatly integrating ideas from contemporary linguistics, Complexity Theory, and the cognitive-psychological literature on skill acquisition.  By demonstrating that the child’s knowledge of word combinations forms an interconnected system throughout language development, Ninio debunks the established view that children acquire syntax in a piecemeal and isolated fashion, gradually acquiring abstract linguistic rules and schemas.  Borrowing from observations of the behavior of users interacting with the World Wide Web, Ninio has created an alternative conceptualization of language learning that is both elegant and persuasive. 
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