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Ninio presents a boldly stated and provocative theory of what syntactic knowledge is and how the child achieves it. The theory is based in lexicalist accounts of syntax, and draws also on a range of linguistic theories, on learning theory, and on complexity theory. The book is valuable as a resource because Ninio’s explication of the background to her proposal is comprehensive. Ninio compiles empirical support for the theory from years of her own and others’ work, and she brings the evidence together in a carefully reasoned argument. Everyone who reads this book will learn from it. Some readers will be convinced of the theory and others may not be, but all readers of this work must come away convinced that 
Ninio’s argument demands scientific attention. 

Erika Hoff

Florida Atlantic University, Davie, Florida.

