Language and the learning curve:  A new theory of syntactic development

by Anat Ninio

Oxford University Press, 2006

Anat Ninio has forged a unique role for herself in the field of language acquisition as a creative and innovative researcher. In this book she argues that children learn a lexicalist syntax and generalise on the basis of form rather than meaning. She utilises developmental learning curves to support her position and, while rejecting the notion of increasing abstraction in children’s syntax, makes a rapprochement with recent developments in minimalist linguistic theory. Ninio continuously thinks across theoretical and disciplinary divides in highly constructive ways. Her book presents challenges to received wisdoms in all parts of the field and really makes one think!
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