Syntactic development, its input and output

Anat Ninio

Scholars of all allegiances, willingly suspend your disbelief! Anat Ninio has had the extraordinary courage to create a challenging oxymoron: the usage-based minimalist program!

This book is an innovative contribution to longitudinal data driven methodology in child language studies that highlights the role of interaction and pragmatics in a spicy blend with concepts proposed by the Minimalist program and Dependency Grammar.

The result of its author’s valuable effort to build bridges across theories by testing them against a large data-base of spontaneous adult-child interactions is impressive, provocative, stimulating and sets an example for all researchers in the field. It is also a wonderful tribute to the CHILDES project and to its founders’ belief in data sharing.

Anat Ninio finds great similarity between the core syntax of young children and of parents and describes the learning process as much simpler than we are used to think. With great enthusiasm, she continues to support the claim she has made at the very beginning of her career that language development is not only tied to frequency in the input but is also driven by children’s pragmatic needs. 

The book is also essential to inspire scholars around the world to pursue the effort to analyze both adult and child language in large conversational data sets collected from a great variety of languages.
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