Syntactic development, its input and output

Anat Ninio

How do children build their fundamental early stages of expressive syntax ?  Ninio brings impressive new data and insights to this question through intensive analyses of the earliest multiword utterances by 421 children in relation to input patterns provided by parents.  Just one example from the many important findings is that these 2-year-olds are extremely adept at noticing and learning to flexibly use verbs, even when in parental input a verb is very rarely used.  This result resonates strongly with prior literature establishing that  children at early stages of syntax under experimental conditions are remarkably quick at acquiring new syntactic patterns when the detailed "input" to them places the not-yet-acquired patterns in  highly engaging conversation.  This volume is a must-read for anyone grappling with the intriguing questions of how very young children, with immature brains, manage the 

communicative break through into simple multiword sentences. 
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