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Anat Ninio’s new theory of language acquisition is at once compatible with recent advances in linguistic theories of lexicalist grammars, including Chomsky’s most recent minimalist theory, and with social cognitivist theories of children’s acquisition of syntax and vocabulary.  She proposes that children follow a “third way”  toward the acquisition of a first language, neither re-inventing structures already available in their heads, as nativists see it, nor internalizing language structures modeled by their parents, as social interactionists have argued. Rather, the new social cognitive theory sees children linking into the complex network of linguistic forms in their language environments, thus becoming from the beginning part of the network itself.  This book is a breakthrough achievement, elegantly and logically presented, solidly based on evidence from child language research and expertise in current theoretical linguistics.
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