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PICA--100: Parental Interview on the First 100 Verbal-Communicative Acts

English Version, 1993

Anat Ninio and Harel Goren

Department of Psychology, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

[SUGGESTED DRAFT with comments for the interviewer.  You're all invited to adapt the questionnaire to your specific needs and language.]
The child's name: _______________________ Sex: M / F  

Child's birthdate: Year: __________Month: ____ Day:____________   

I would like you to answer some questions concerning (child name)_____​__'s speech.  This questionnaire will be used for research purposes only, and any identifying details will remain confidential.  The questionnaire is designed to describe speech used by children up to 3 years of age and therefore it includes many items that a child (name)________'s age is not likely to make use of in his/her speech.  Nevertheless, I will ask about them as well, so as not to miss things that your child does say.

The purpose of the questionnaire is to find out not only which words the child uses, but also to describe the ways s/he uses them for communicating.  Therefore, I will ask you, for instance, if________uses words when s/he meets someone, and if so, what does s/he say.

It is not important that ____________  pronounce these words clearly or perfectly, as long as you understand what s/he is trying to say.  Also, we are interested not only in 'real' words, but also in words such as "boom", "ooow", "ah", "brrr" and so on, if used meaningfully by the child.

[***Note to the user of the English version:  In the original Hebrew version we had suggested several common expressions that children most frequently use in each of the communicative circumstances detailed below, such as "hello", "hi" etc for Greeting on Meeting.  We asked the parents for each of these whether their child used them, plus whether the child used any other expression for the same communicative use.  The English version does not have these a-priori prepared options, because we don't have the data on the most frequently used expressions.

Second, it is possible to use this questionnaire for information about children's use of nonverbal means of expressing the same list of communicative acts, in addition to the verbal means asked about in the present form of the questionnaire.  We suggest that the questionnaire be re-formatted in that case to a table format, preparing separate columns for responses regarding verbal and nonverbal acts by the child.

Third, it is possible to ask the parents to fill the questionnaire themselves.  However, the researcher should be prepared to return to the parents at a later date for clarifications, and s/he should prepare the parents for this eventuality.  It is very important that the parents be asked to provide concrete examples of all the child behaviors they report on, because this is the only way to check that they haven't misunderstood some of the definitions of communicative acts.]

The first category of questions concerns greetings and polite words used in different situations.  I shall ask you about 5 types of polite expressions.  If _______ uses words in additional situations of this sort, please tell me and I'll write them down.

[**** Note to interviewer: If the answer is positive, write the actual words the child uses to express the relevant communicative act, on the blank line below.  For better-developed children, the answer can be categorical (e.g., the child uses proper names to greet on meeting).  Write down the general answer ("proper names") and ask for some examples ("Johnny", "Mary" as well as "Daddy" or "Mommy"), and write them down as well.  Don't stay with a general answer only, because the parents may mean something else by them than you think.  Prepare a spare page in case you need more space. 

WRITE and explicit "NO" next to any item which according to the parent, the child doesn't express verbally -- DON'T LEAVE THE LINE EMPTY.  Later on you won't remember if there was a negative answer or a refusal or the question was simply not asked.  At the end of the interview, go through the questions and ask any that you have missed.

Take detailed notes of the interview and of any problems that arose during it. (You should prepare in advance some blank papers for these notes).]

COMMUNICATIVE USES  and THE WAY THE CHILD EXPRESSES THEM: 
Greetings and other polite expressions:


Does s/he use words when: 

1.
meeting someone? What does s/he say?_________________________________

2.
parting? ___________________________________________________________  

3.
thanking?  _____________________________________________________        
4.
responding to "thank-you"?________________________________   

5.
apologizing? ________________________________________________

6.
Any other greetings and polite expressions: __________________________

Responses to questions:
What is his/her response to the following questions:

7. "what" question (eg, "What's this?") __________________________________

8. "where" question (eg, "Where is the cat?") _____________________________

9. Positive answer to a yes /no question (eg, "Do you want  a banana?")     

      _______________________________________________________

10. Negative answer to a yes /no question: (eg, "Do you want 

   to eat?")  __________________________________________________________ 

11. Answers a "who" question___________________________________________ 

12. Answers a "why" question  ___________________________________________

13. Answers a "how" question   ____________________________________________ 

14. Answer to a "this or that" question (eg, "Do you want 

milk or orange-juice?")  _______________________________________ 

15. Answers a "which" question _________________________________ 

16. Answers a "how many /how much"   
question___________________________________________________

17. Answers other questions: _________________________________

 
__________________________________________________________

Asking Questions:                                          
Does he/she ask the following questions:

18.
a "what" question  _____________________________________

19.
a "where" question  ____________________________________

20.
a "who" question  ______________________________________

21.
a "why" question  ______________________________________

22.
a "yes/no" question  ___________________________________

23.
others:  _____________________________________________________

Conducting conversations:
24. repeats a word someone said -- in order to learn it: Yes/No  



for example, repeats: _______________________________________

25.
draws attention to something around 


him/her________________________________________________

26.
describes something in joint focus of attention - something 


both of you see or hear   _________________________________


27.
describes an event that has just occurred (for example, an 


airplane has passed by)   _______________________________________

28.
describes something that happened in the past or will happen


in the future (for example, something that happened at 
kindergarten):_____________________________ 

29. completes text (i.e. continues song someone else started)  



Yes / No; some examples: ________________________________ 


30. completes word someone has started (i.e. do-ggie) 


Yes / No; some examples: ________________________________ 


31. counts   ________________________________________________ 

  **** Note to interviewer - ask the parent to name all the      

   numbers the child can express verbally.                       

32. agrees with something someone said ___________________________________

33. disagrees with something someone said ________________________________

34. corrects something someone said ___________________________

35. others  ___________________________________________________

Signals events with non-words (i.e. says "boom" when something falls)

Does s/he signal the following events: 


36. falling or breaking 


   of an object  ______________________________________________

37. chewing or swallowing  _____________________________________

38. transfer of an object to someone else 


   (while passing it) __________________________________________

39. effort put into action  ___________________________________

40. completing an action  _______________________________________________

41. others   ___________________________________________________

Imitates sounds of animals, cars etc.  (not just in a game, but any spontaneous imitation)


Does he/she imitate the following:


42. a cat  ____________________________________________

43. a dog  ____________________________________________

44. a rooster  ________________________________________

45. a donkey  _________________________________________

46. a clock  __________________________________________

47. a train  __________________________________________

48. the telephone  ______________________________________

49. others: the noise of:  ________________________________________

Games- participates verbally: 


50. plays some honking game, "beep-beep" _______________________________

51. plays "peek-a-boo"  ________________________________________ 

52. plays "telephone"  __________________________________________

53. plays "Ring Around the Rosie" [or similar]:____________________

54. tickling  ___________________________________________________

55.
other: [game:___________________][says:________________________           


56.
other: [game:___________________][says:________________________           


57.
other: [game:___________________][says:________________________           


58.
other: [game:___________________][says:________________________           


Recites words from songs
59.
recites words from songs or stories:   Yes / No


examples:________________________________________________________

Responds to requests:
60. Agrees to a suggestion to do something  _______________________

61. Refuses a request to do something  __________________________

Responds to other people's speech

62.
indicates s/he heard a sentence ______________________________

63.
 answers a call with a question ______________________________

64.
others:  _____________________________________________________

Expresses demands from others and from him/herself

Demands attention and closeness
65. tries to draw someone's attention____________________________

66. demands someone to approach him/her __________________________

Initiates some new activity (namely, a new and significant sequence of actions, like eating, or a game)

Does he/she demand/suggest:

67.
a new activity (e.g., asks to play with an object, initiates going 


for a walk)_________________________________________________

68.
an action in preparation for planned activity 


(e.g., bringing a toy) _______________________________________

69.
continuation of activity after a temporary break  _________________________

70.
interrupting activity for a short while __________________________________

71.
the repetition of an activity _____________________________________________

72.
a new focus of activity (e.g., switching to another book) __________________________________________

73.
ending an activity __________________________________________________

74.
defines a pretend identity for an object or an imaginary role in a game (e.g.,    


defines him/herself as an airplane)__________________________________

Demands some specific action  (e.g., a move in an ongoing game)

Does he/she demand/suggest:

75. doing something, performing an act_______________________________

76.
suggests an object to be acted on:____________________________________

77.
where to do something _______________________________________

78.
how an action should 


be performed  _______________________________________________

79.  other requests concerning an action:______________________

___________________________________________________________________

80.
the beginning of action (after it was already decided this 


action should take place) ___________________________________

81.
repetition (or "more") of an action (for example, to be given 


another spoonful, or to be pushed once again 


on a swing) _________________________________________________

82. a role/turn to the other ___________________________________

83. a role/turn for him/herself __________________________________

84. warns of a danger by 

    directing actions __________________________________________

85.
gives information relevant to action ________________________________________

Asking permission and giving permission:
86. asks permission to do something _____________________________

87. gives permission to do something ____________________________

88. forbids an action _________________________________________

89. explains the reasons for forbidding 

    an action  __________________________________________________

90. other: ______________________________________________________

Responds to other's actions:

91. praises  _________________________________________________

92. expresses disapproval, protests ________________________________

93. other: ______________________________________________________

Expresses feelings:
94. describes his/her or someone else's 


feelings _______________________________________________

95. expresses distress __________________________________________

96. expresses surprise or enthusiasm ____________________________

97. other: ______________________________________________________

Requests clarification of someone else's speech:
98. requests repetition of sentence 


(e.g., by "what?", "eh?")___________________________________

99. asks a clarifying "yes/no" question

   (e.g., by repetition) _________________________________________

100. other:  _____________________________________________________

Multiword sentences:
1. does ____________ (child's name) produce 2-word sentences 

    or longer?        Yes / No.

    If so, please give as many examples as you can.              

 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Background Information:
 [*Note for the user of the English version: Not all the background questions below may be relevant to you, so chose and/or add others.  E.g.

, we didn't ask for family name.]

Family telephone number:____________ 

Country of birth:____________  Number of siblings:________

Birth-order:____________

Medical/developmental history:
Was the birth early/late?  How much?: ______________________________

Problems at birth: ______________________________________________

Current state of health of child:_________________________________________

Mother's education (years, type of education):___________________

Father's education (years, type of education):___________________

Mother's country of birth:_______________________________________

Mother's parents country of birth:_______________________________

Father's country of birth:_______________________________________

Father's parents country of birth:_______________________________

Interview:
Interviewer's name:_______________________________ 

Date of interview: Year:______month: _________day:__________

Place of interview:________________________________________________

Comments:_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Age of child at interview:  years _____   months _____   days _____

(fill up according to birth date and interview date)
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