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This edited volume is a tribute to Professor Melissa Bowerman, one of the most prominent scholars in the field of child language acquisition in the last 40 years, who, as I understand, is on the verge of retirement. As the editor, Virginia Gathercole says in her Preface, "This volume has been prepared with the utmost dedication and care in honor of one of the lights of the field of child language." I would like to take this opportunity to join the friends and colleagues who contributed to this book in wishing Melissa many happy years of continuing productivity for our instruction and enjoyment. I have always been an admirer of Melissa's work and have enjoyed her gestures of friendship and collegiality over the years. 

As befits a volume in honor of a well-liked colleague, the book is a heart-warming mixture of serious chapters dealing with central issues in child language acquisition and short essays entitled "Personal Tribute" in which the contributors and other researchers narrate the circumstances in which their paths crossed Bowerman's and the high points of their association. Such tributes are contributed by students, former students, and colleagues of Bowerman from the field of child language acquisition, namely, by Ruth Berman, Penelope Brown, Jidong Chen, Soonja Choi, Eve Clark, Martha Crago, Esther Dromi, Virginia Mueller Gathercole, Dedre Gentner, Lourdes de Leon, Ping Li, Bhuvana Narasimhan, Mabel Rice, Ronald Schaefer, Dan Slobin and Angelika Wittek; and by some leading figures in linguistics, namely, William Croft and Leonard Talmy, with whom Bowerman has had close professional relations over the years. These narratives -- and especially those of students and ex-students -- paint the picture of a generous and warm intellectual leader, who generates an atmosphere of openness and excitement in which young people can thrive, while never faltering in her insistence on the highest standards of work.

The "Personal Tribute" sections are interspersed by 11 research chapters. Regardless of their specific topic, the different chapters reflect the intellectual style of research that characterizes Bowerman's own work. This research strategy consists of four steps: collection of naturalistic data, paying close attention to details, careful weighing of logical arguments for various interpretations, and, finally, the drawing of the widest possible generalizations from the data on processes of child development. This process appears on the face of it to be mostly data-driven, but, as we well know, Bowerman's work draws closely on certain important theoretical positions in linguistics, most centrally Talmy's (1985) crosslinguistic model of the lexicalization of space in languages and Croft's (1990) work on cognitive linguistics. Still, it will be not far from the truth that Bowerman's legacy to her students and to the field as a whole is in her emphasis on paying close attention to the details of empirical evidence and trusting one's best judgment in interpretation. If I am right, there is an element of mistrust of grand linguistic theories in this research strategy, always reminding us that regardless of the categories and rules posited by linguistics for end-state language (e.g., for English as spoken by adults), child language may well follow other, less linguistically complex routes to generating meaningful utterances. It should not need mentioning that Bowerman and her associates are on the most part staunch empiricists, and their picture of children's gradually closing on the features of the ambient language involves cognitive factors such as a sensitivity to the semantic structure of their native language more that anything a nativist would call parameter setting.

The chapters by the contributors to this volume address different aspects of the development of linguistic meaning. In most cases, authors stay close to issues that have occupied them for a long time, but with a refreshing new twist to either method or theory. The first two chapters deal with the development of word meanings. Chapter 1 by Dedre Gentner in collaboration with Lera Boroditsky deals with Gentner's signature topic of differences between nouns and verbs in acquisition, but this time, the empirical data comes from an unusual language the likes of which are not often analyzed in developmental work, namely, Navajo. Despite it being a heavily verb-favoring, morphologically rich language, Navajo still shows that young children's vocabularies favor nouns over verbs. Chapter 2 has Esther Dromi return to her first big study of her daughter Keren's development of her earliest vocabulary, this time with the new eyes of contemporary dynamic systems and emergentist perspectives. These approaches provide Dromi with a new theoretical terminology to state her finding that conventional, symbolic, and categorical uses of words are the outcome of  the self-organization of the lexicon.

The next focus is on crosslinguistic patterning and acquisition of lexical semantics. Chapter 3 by Lourdes de Leon returns to the issue of semantically specific verbs in the Mayan language of Tzotzil and how young children master these at an early stage of speech. De Leon arrives at the fascinating insight that already in the one‑word period, Tzotzil-speaking children respond to features of the semantic structure of their language. In a welcome move away from the either-or approaches sometimes characterizing work on the development of word meaning, de Leon makes a claim for the combined effect of both native language semantics and developing child cognition on the construction of lexical semantics in speakers. In Chapter 4, Bhuvana Narasimhan and Penelope Brown return to Brown's well-known subject of Mayan-speaking children's early acquisition of verbs with specific semantics. The novelty in the present study is in examining Hindi side by side with Tzeltal, the Mayan language studied by Brown. Specifically, they examine children's expression of containment for evidence on the "Semantic Specificity Hypothesis," according to which children should early on prefer specific over general categories for lexical semantics. Narasimhan and Brown show that the data for both languages are inconsistent with the hypothesis, surprisingly overturning earlier conclusions on Tzeltal acquisition patterns.

The next topic dealt with is crosslinguistic patterning and the theory of events, paths, and causes. In Chapter 5, William Croft develops a model of the causal‑aspectual structure of events, an important input to future theories of development in the lexical semantic domain. He arrives at the interesting suggestion that all predicates are aspectually flexible and have multiple aspectual potentials. In Chapter 6, Soonja Choi continues with her exploration of the cross-linguistic difference between verb-framed and satellite-framed languages (Talmy, 1985), this time investigating the question in four languages, English, Spanish, Korean and Japanese, with differing typological profiles. Although she does find differences by language type, she argues for a more complicated picture than the two-way dichotomy proposed by Talmy; her findings support a continuum rather than a strict typological dichotomy between languages on the expression of PATH and CAUSE. In Chapter 7, Dan Slobin addresses a similar topic, exploring a new domain which is the expression of visual paths in English, Russian, Spanish and Turkish. His results suggest that the structure of language influences the conceptualization of such paths as well, supporting the hypothesis that language affects a wide variety of concepts from early on.

The last section of the book deals with more global issues, asking what, in general, influences language development. In Chapter 8, Eve Clark continues her examination of the role of linguistic input on development. She presents a study on children's responses to adults' reformulations of child utterances, usually considered a form of negative feedback (e.g., Bohannon & Stanowicz, 1988). She finds that children indeed respond to reformulations in immediately following turns, e.g., by repeating them, suggesting that reformulations have a significant role in learning. In Chapter 9, Ping Li employs a connectionist model of explanation for the acquisition of meaning, positing various processes of statistical probability estimations by the developing child. This type of theory is somehow unusual in the present context, involving as it does entities such as "microcryptotypes", "interactive gangs" and so forth not otherwise referred to in other contributions. The distinct feel of such terms in the present collection sets in strong relief the inclination of the other contributors -- and Bowerman herself -- to work with more intuitive and less technical cognitive categories. 

In Chapter 10, Mabel Rice presents a fresh look on her topic of expertise, children with Specific Language Impairment (SLI). Rice focusses not on their well-mapped deficits but on SLI children's robust abilities in some unaffected areas of linguistic development. Her interesting conclusions are that language acquisition involves multiple linguistic dimensions with differentiated timing mechanisms, and some dimensions can be out of synchrony with the rest. In the final chapter, Chapter 11, Virginia Mueller Gathercole returns to the basic topic of the collection which is the respective contributions of cognitive development and linguistic structure to the process of language development. Her chosen subject is unusual as she is focussing on multiword constructions rather than on vocabulary items, more precisely on scalar predicates, including constructions such as "very A" or "most N". Her findings expand the model building up in this collection regarding the co-working of children's cognitive and semantic development on their mastery of novel forms and meanings, adding also the contribution of children's developing syntactic abilities. As befitting the last chapter, this is the widest developmental model presented in this collection, one which is still faithful to Bowerman's style of science-making. 

In all, this is an interesting collection that has many new things to say on the development of meaning in children, a fitting tribute to a great practitioner of developmental science.
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