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Anat Ninio’s book provides a refreshingly new perspective on the development of language. She has succeeded in weaving together a remarkably broad knowledge from areas as diverse as theoretical linguistics, cognitive psychology, and Complexity Theory to provide a synthetic view of how children learn to talk. Most importantly, she succeeded in showing that learning language takes much more than simply being subjected to social input and much more than possessing an internal ‘language module.’ Instead, it is the child herself -- as an agent with her own motivations and goals and a participant in social networks -- who is shown to be doing the job, and not an easy one, of learning to speak. This perspective in effect shows how to unhinge syntactic development from a narrowly individualist and innatist approach that has been using this area as its showcase for too long. This book opens up new frontiers in understanding syntactic development from a dynamical, sociocultural, and situated perspective – a truly remarkable achievement. 
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