Syntactic development, its input and output

Anat Ninio

Ninio provides an intriguing and convincing alternative to nativist explanations of how children arrive at grammar.  Instead of relying on an inborn grammar or through simple copying of all possible sentences in the language, she uses the idea of "core grammatical relations" to provide a careful analysis of the speech that adults use when talking to young children and of the very earliest sentence forms that children produce.  The book is a tour-de-force of both the contemporary and classic literature on how children develop language, and on techniques ranging from corpus linguistics and developmental psychology to statistical physics.  Clearly, there is much to learn from an analysis of what we actually say to our children.
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